MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA    II
was born in 1685, " was not as gifted with talents as
his elder brother Joseph, and had not enjoyed the same
advantages and education."
Charles's career was based on the death of others,
rather than on any force or talents in himself. The
death in 1700 of Charles II. of Spain, the last surviving
male of the Spanish branch of the Habsburg family,
completely changed young Charles's life, for Charles of
Spain had died without any children, leaving his country
to a Bourbon, Philip, Duke of Anjou, who later became
Philip V. of Spain.
Leopold I., fanatical Habsburg that he was, decided
to contest the throne of Spain for his second son, Charles.
Leopold was not deterred by the fact that the Bourbons
were as closely related to the late King of Spain as was
his own son. Louis XIV., too, was a grandson of
Philip III. of Spain and a son-in-law of Philip IV. To
achieve his ends, furthermore, Leopold did not hesitate
to make war on France, though he was, at the same
time, fighting the Turks.
Charles was crowned King Charles III. of Spain in
Vienna in 1703, two years after the Grand Alliance
against* France had been concluded between England,
Holland, and Austria. In a magnificent progress
Charles proceeded to his new country, travelling by way
of the Netherlands, England, where he was received by
Queen Anne, and Portugal. He settled in Catalonia,
where the Habsburgs had been followers. Throughout
the War of the Spanish Succession, throughout his life,
in fact, Charles loved Spain, and he never overcame his
bitter disappointment at the Peace of Utrecht in 1713
which decided the war in favour of the Bourbons.
Charles was not really comforted by the fact that in this
peace the Spanish Netherlands, Mantua, Milan, Sardinia
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